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INTRODUCTION  

 
 
Siemens Water Technologies Corp. (“the Facility”) is a fully permitted 
hazardous waste treatment, storage and disposal facility (TSDF) located 
in Vernon (near Los Angeles) California.  The Facility recycles, treats, 
stores and transfers approved types of hazardous and non-hazardous 
wastes from outside commercial sources.   
 
The Audit Information Handbook (“Handbook”) is intended to provide 
the most frequently requested information about our facility, in a single 
document, for the convenience of interested parties. Please forward 

requests for any information not contained in the Handbook directly to the Facility.   
 
Siemens Water Technologies Corp. reserves the right to update, modify, change, or amend any of the 
information in the Handbook at any time.  Although every effort has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the 
information in this document at the time of publication, Siemens Water Technologies Corp. is not responsible 
for any errors or omissions.  
 
 
 
Audit Information Handbook 
 
© 2009 Siemens Water Technologies Corp. 
 
All rights reserved.  No part of this Handbook may be reproduced in any form or by any means without 
permission in writing from Siemens Water Technologies Corp. 
 



 

Audit Information Handbook   © Siemens Water Technologies Corp.  2009.                                                                                                                          2

GENERAL INFORMATION  

 
FACILITY IDENTIFICATION 
 
Siemens Water Technology Corp. 
5375 South Boyle Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90058 
Tel No. 800.266.7747 or 323.277.1500 
Fax No. 323.588.0094  
Email: vernoncs.water@siemens.com 
 
EPA ID NUMBER 
  
CAD097030993 
 
INTERNET 

www.water.siemens.com 
 
INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION CODE 
 
NAICS code:  
562211 - Hazardous Waste Treatment and Disposal 
SIC code:  
4953-0100 – Hazardous Waste Collection and Disposal 
 
PARENT ORGANIZATION 
 
Siemens Water Technologies Corp. 
181 Thorn Hill Rd.,  
Warrendale, Pa. (USA) 15086  
Phone: 724.772.0044 
Siemens Water Technologies Corp. parent organization is Siemens, AG (NYSE:SI), a publicly traded company 
with combined annualized sales in excess of $80.5 billion. 
 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 
Annual reports and other financial information are available online.  Go to www.siemens.com and click on 
“Investor Relations” from the home page. 
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PERMITS  

OPERATING PERMIT 
 
The Facility operates under a RCRA Part B Permit, effective August 30, 1996.  The permit is issued by: 
California Department of Toxic Substances Control 
9211 Oakdale Avenue 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 
Number 96-SC-TS-06 
EPA ID No.  CAD097030993 
 
POTW 
 
The Facility has an Industrial Sewer Discharge permit with: 
County Sanitation District of Los Angeles County 
1955 Workman Mill Road 
Whittier, CA  90601 
Permit Nos.  16813 / 816813 / 916813 
 
STORM WATER PERMIT 
 
The Facility has a Storm Water Permit with: 
State of California State Water Resources Control Board 
Paul R. Bonderson Building 
901 P Street, P.O. Box 100 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100 
Permit ID No. 4 19I012686 
 
STATE CERTIFIED LABORATORY 
  
The Facility maintains a Certified Lab permitted by: 
State of California Department of Health Services 
850 Marina Bay Pkwy, Bldg. P, 1stFloor 
Richmond, CA 94804 
Certificate No. (“ELAP No.”) 2313 
 
AIR PERMIT 
 
The Facility maintains Air Quality Permits with: 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 East Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Permit Nos. F4315, F53000, F53066, F53067, F53068  
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PERMITS  

BUSINESS LICENSE 
 
The Facility maintains a Business License issued by: 
City of Vernon 
4305 Santa Fe Avenue 
Vernon, California 90058,  
323.583.8811  

 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/ZONING 
 
The Facility maintains a Conditional Use Permit issued by: 
City of Vernon 
4305 Santa Fe Avenue 
Vernon, California 90058,  
323.583.8811 
 
WEIGHT AND MEASURES 
 
The Facility maintains a Weighmaster License issued by: 
State of California 
Department of Food and Agriculture, Division of Measurement Standards 
6790 Florin-Perkins Rd., Ste 100 
Sacramento, CA 95828 
License No. 011756 
 
RADIO 
 
The Facility maintains a Radio License issued by: 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
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SITE DESCRIPTION  

FACILITY SITE HISTORY 
 
Norris Industries has been the owner of the site since the 1930’s.  Prior to this, the property was undeveloped 
farmland.  The construction of the wastewater treatment facility began in 1981 on an area that had formerly 
been used as the employee parking lot.  At this time, Norris Industries was granted an Interim Status Permit.  
The facility began treatment of hazardous waste in 1982.   

 
Initially, waste managed at the Facility was generated from Norris Industries on-site manufacturing and process 
operations.  In the late 1980’s, Norris Industries validated the commercial aspects of its existing permits with 
the various regulatory agencies.  Off-site waste treatment began in early 1990, at which time a new company, 
Norris Environmental Services was created and was issued an Interim Permit by the California EPA, 
Department of Toxic Substances Control.  On August 30, 1996, Norris Environmental Services was issued a 
final Part B Permit.   

 
In October of 1996, Norris Environmental Services was purchased by US Filter Recovery Services, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of USFilter Corporation.  In 2004 USFilter was purchased by Siemens. The Facility became a 
part of Siemens Water Technologies Corp in 2006. 
 
SIZE OF FACILITY 
 
The facility occupies approximately 4 acres inclusive of offices and parking lot.  The actual treatment facility 
occupies approximately 50,000 square feet. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SURROUNDING LAND USE 
 
The Facility is located in an area zoned “M” for “General Industrial Use” in the City of Vernon.  The area 
surrounding the Facility consists of industrial/commercial properties, similar to other properties in the City of 
Vernon.  
 
CONTROL FOR SURFACE OR SUBSURFACE DRAINAGE AT THE FACILITY 
 
Surface drainage from the Facility is collected in containment areas, by sumps.  The containment areas are 
sloped so that any runoff is directed towards the sumps.  Any collected runoff is pumped to the appropriate 
storage tank depending on composition of the runoff and treated prior to discharge to the sewer system.  
Maintenance covers in the Facility are sealed to prevent subsurface drainage. 
 
INJECTION AND WITHDRAWAL WELLS 
 
There are no known injection or withdrawal wells on-site or in the immediate vicinity of the Facility. 
 
NEAREST SURFACE WATER 
 
The Los Angeles River is located approximately one mile north of the Facility.  There are no other creeks, 
springs, lakes or rivers within one mile of the facility. 
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SITE DESCRIPTION  

100 YEAR FLOOD PLAIN 
 
According to the City of Vernon, the Los Angeles County Flood Control District and the Army Corp. of 
Engineers, the Facility is not located in a 100 year flood plain or within any known flood hazard area. 
 
PREVAILING WIND SPEED AND DIRECTION 
 
Winds tend to come from a southwesterly direction at speeds between 0-12 miles per hour. 
 
CLOSEST HUMAN OR ENVIRONMENTAL RECEPTOR 
 
The closest human or environmental receptors are two schools and one hospital located between 0.5-1.0 miles 
from the Facility. 
 
SEISMOLOGICAL DATA 
 
All known faults are located more than four miles from the Facility. 
 
PHASE I ASSESSMENT 
 
A copy of the assessment indicating that no soil or groundwater contamination was detected is attached. 
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SITE DESCRIPTION  

USGS SITE LOCATION MAPS 
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SITE DESCRIPTION  
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TYPES OF WASTE ACCEPTED  

 
 

PERMITTED WASTES 
 
The Facility accepts a wide variety of liquid and solid wastes.  Typical permitted waste streams include, 
but are not limited to:  

 
• Inorganic liquid wastes, pH 0-14 such as: 

Acids 
• Chromic • Hydrofluoric 
• Phosphoric • Sulfuric 
• Hydrochloric • Nitric 
Alkalines 

• Sodium Hydroxide • Calcium Hydroxide 
• Potassium Hydroxide • Caustic Cleaning Solutions 
 

• Trace organic liquids         
  - For on-site treatment: < 500 ppm volatile organics and < 3% oil and grease  
  - For off-site management:  no limit 

• RCRA and Non-RCRA (California Hazardous) Solids  
• Cyanides 
• Metal Bearing Solutions 
• Stormwater 
• Leachates 
• Photo Processing Wastes 
• Off Specification Chemicals 
• Copper or Nickel Bearing Wastes for Recycling 
• Spent Ion Exchange Media 
 

 
NON-PERMITTED WASTES 
 

• Ignitable Wastes (Flashpoint <140º F) • Explosive Wastes 
• Water Reactive Waste • Air Reactive Waste 
• Compressed Gas • Biological Wastes 
• Infectious Wastes • Pesticides 
• Radioactive Wastes • Dioxins 
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TYPES OF WASTE ACCEPTED  

EPA HAZARDOUS WASTE CODES 
 
D001 Oxidizers (Flashpoint > 140°F) 
D002 Corrosive Waste 
D003 Reactive Waste 
D004 Arsenic Bearing Waste 
D005 Barium Bearing Waste 
D006 Cadmium Bearing Waste 
D007 Chromium Bearing Waste 
D008 Lead Bearing Waste 
D009 Mercury Bearing Waste 
D010 Selenium Bearing Waste 
D011 Silver Bearing Waste 
D018 Benzene 
D019 Carbon Tetrachloride 
D021 Chlorobenzene 
D022 Chloroform 
D023 o-Cresol 
D024 m-Cresol 
D025 p-Cresol 
D026 Cresol 
D027 1,4-Dichlorobenzene 
D028 1,2-Dichloroethane 
D029 1,1-Dichloroethylene 
D033 Hexachlorobutadiene 
D034 Hexachloroethane 
D035 Methyl Ethyl Ketone 
D036 Nitrobenzene 
D038 Pyridine 
D039 Tetrachloroethylene 
D040 Trichloroethylene 
D043 Vinyl Chloride 
F001 The following spent halogenated solvents 

used in degreasing:  Tetrachloroethylene, 
trichloroethylene, methylene chloride, 1,1,1-
trichloroethane, carbon tetrachloride, and 
chlorinated fluorocarbons; all spent solvent 
mixtures/blends used in degreasing 
containing, before use, a total of ten percent 
or more (by volume) of one or more of the 
above halogenated solvents listed in F002, 
F004, and F005; and still bottoms from the 
recovery of these spent solvents and spent 
solvent mixtures. 

F002 The following spent halogenated solvents:  
Tetrachloroethylene, methylene chloride, 
trichloroethylene, 1,1,1-trichloroethane, 
chlorobenzene, 1,1,2-trichloro-1, 2,2-
trifluoroethane, ortho-dichlorobenzene, 
trichlorofluoromethane, and 1,1,2-
trichloroethane, all spent solvent 
mixtures/blends containing, before use, a total 
of ten percent or more (by volume) of one or 
more of the above halogenated solvents of 
those listed in F001, F004, or F005; and still 
bottoms from the recovery of these spent 
solvents and spent solvent mixtures. 

F003 The following spent non halogenated 
solvents:  Xylene, acetone, ethyl acetate, 
ethyl benzene, ethyl ether, methyl isobutyl 
ketone, n-butyl alcohol, cyclohexanone, and 
methanol; all spent solvent mixtures/blends 
containing, before use, only the above spent 
non-halogenated solvents; and all spent 
solvent mixtures/blends containing, before 
use, one or more of the above non-
halogenated solvents, and, a total of ten 
percent or more (by volume) of one or more 
of those solvents listed in F001, F002, F004, 
and F005; and still bottoms from the recovery 
of these spent solvents and spent solvent 
mixtures. 

F004 The following spent non-halogenated 
solvents:  Cresols and cresylic acid, and 
nitrobenzene; all spent solvent 
mixtures/blends containing, before use, a total 
of ten percent or more (by volume) of one or 
more of the above non-halogenated solvents 
of those solvents listed in F001, F002, and 
F005; and still bottoms from the recovery of 
these spent solvents and spent solvent 
mixtures. 

F005 The following spent non-halogenated 
solvents:  Toluene, methyl ethyl ketone, 
carbon disulfide, isobutanol, pyridine, 
benzene, 2-ethoxyethanol, and 2-
nitropropane, all spent solvent 
mixtures/blends containing, before use, a total 
of ten percent or more (by volume) of one or 
more of the above non-halogenated solvents 
or those solvents listed in F001, F002, or 
F004; and still bottoms from the recovery of 
these spent solvents and spent solvent 
mixtures. 
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TYPES OF WASTE ACCEPTED  

F006 Waste treatment sludges from electroplating 
operations except from the following 
processes: 
Sulfuric acid anodizing of aluminum; 
Tin carbon plating on carbon steel; 
Zinc plating (segregated basis) on carbon 
steel; Cleaning/stripping associated with tin, 
zinc and aluminum plating on carbon steel; 
Chemical etching and milling of aluminum. 

F007 Spent cyanide plating bath solutions from 
electroplating operations where cyanide is 
used in the process. 

F008 Plating bath residues from the bottom of 
plating baths from electroplating operations 
in which cyanides are used in the process. 

F009 Spent stripping and cleaning bath solutions 
from electroplating operations where 
cyanides are used in the process. 

F011 Spent cyanide solutions from salt bath pot 
cleaning from metal treating. 

F012 Quenching wastewater treatment sludges 
from metal heat-treating operations where 
cyanides are used in the process. 

F019 Wastewater treatment from the chemical 
conversion coating of aluminum. 

F037 Petroleum refinery primary oil/water/solids 
separation sludge. 

F038 Petroleum refinery secondary (emulsified) 
oil/water/solid separation sludge. 

F039 Landfill leachate. 
K048 Dissolved air flotation (DAF) float from the 

petroleum refining industry. 
K049 Slop oil emulsion solids from petroleum 

refining industry. 
K050 Heat exchanger bundle cleaning sludge from 

petroleum refinery industry. 
K051 API separator sludge from petroleum refinery 

industry. 
K052 Tank bottom (leaded) from petroleum 

refining industry. 
K086 Solvent, caustic or water washes and their 

associated sludges from cleaning tubs and 
equipment used in formulation of ink from 
pigments, driers, soaps and stabilizers 
containing lead and chrome. 

P010 Arsenic acid 
P011 Arsenic pentoxide 
P012 Arsenic trioxide 
P013 Barium cyanide 
P021 Calcium cyanide 
P029 Copper cyanide 
P030 Cyanide (soluble cyanide salts), not otherwise 

specified  
P074  Nickel cyanide 

P098 Potassium cyanide 
P099 Potassium silver cyanide 
P104 Silver cyanide 
P106 Sodium cyanide 
P121 Zinc cyanide 
U002 Acetone 
U008 Acrylic acid 
U032 Chromic acid, calcium salt 
U044 Chloroform 
U051 Creoste 
U052 Cresol (cresylic acid) 
U080 Methane, Dichloro 
U112 Ethyl acetate 
U122 Formaldehyde 
U123 Formic acid 
U134 Hydrofluoric acid/hydrogen fluoride 
U135 Hydrogen sulfide 
U144 Lead acetate 
U145 Lead phosphate 
U146 Lead subacetate 
U151 Mercury 
U154 Methyl alcohol 
U159 Methyl ethyl ketone (MEK) 
U161 Methyl isobutyl ketone 
U162 Methyl methacrylate 
U204 Selenious acid/selenium dioxide 
U209 1,1,2,2-Tetrachloroethane 
U210 Tetrachloroethylene 
U220 Toluene 
U226 Methyl chloroform 
U227 1,1,2-Trichloroethane 
U228 Trichloroethylene 
U239 Xylene 
U359 Ethanol, 2-ethoxy 
CALIFORNIA WASTE CODES 
 
121 Alkaline solution (pH > 12.5) with metals 

(antimony, arsenic, barium, beryllium, 
cadmium, chromium, cobalt, copper, lead, 
mercury, molybdenum, nickel, selenium, silver, 
thallium, vanadium, and zinc) 

122 Alkaline solution without metals pH < 2 
123 Unspecified alkaline solution 
131 Aqueous solution (pH < 2 - > 12.5) containing 

reactive anion oxide, bromate, chlorate, cyanide, 
fluoride, hypochlorite, nitrite, perchlorate, and 
sulfide anions. 

132 Aqueous solution with metals (< restricted levels 
and see 121) 

134 Aqueous solution with total organic residues less 
than ten percent 

135 Unspecified aqueous solution 
141 Off-specification, aged or surplus inorganics 
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TYPES OF WASTE ACCEPTED  

162 Other spent catalyst 
171 Metal sludge 
181 Other inorganic solid waste 
214 Unspecified solvent mixture 
221 Waste oil and mixed oil 
222 Oil/water separation sludge 
223 Unspecified oil-containing waste 
241 Tank bottom waste 
271 Organic monomer waste (inc.unreacted resins) 
272 Polymeric resin waste 
281 Adhesives 
291 Latex waste 
331 Off-specification, aged, or surplus organics 
341 Organic liquids (nonsolvents) with halogens 
342 Organic liquid with metals (see 121) 
343 Unspecified organic liquid mixture 
351 Organic solids with halogens 
352 Other organic solids 
411 Alum and gypsum sludge 
421 Lime sludge 
431 Phosphate sludge 
461 Paint sludge 
491 Unspecified sludge waste 
512 Other empty containers 30 gallons or more 
513 Empty containers less than 30 gallons 
541 Photochemicals/Photoprocessing waste 
551 Laboratory waste chemicals 
561 Detergent and soap 
581 Gas scrubber waste 
591 Baghouse waste 
611 Contaminated soil from site clean-ups 
612 Household wastes 
711 Liquid with cyanides > 1,000 mg/l 
721 Liquid with arsenic > 500 mg/l 
722 Liquid with cadmium > 100 mg/l 
723 Liquid with chromium VI > 500 mg/l 
724 Liquid with lead > 500 mg/l 
725 Liquid with mercury > 20 mg/l 
726 Liquid with nickel > 124 mg/l 
727 Liquid with selenium > 100 mg/l 
728 Liquid with thallium > 130 mg/l 
741 Liquid with halogenated organic compounds > 

1,000 mg/l 
751 Solids or sludges with halogenated organic 

compounds > 1,000 mg/l 
791 Liquid with pH < 2 

792 Liquids with pH < 2 with metals 
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TREATMENT PROCESS AND CAPACITY  

PROCESSES USED FOR TREATING WASTE 
 
Wastes (wastewater, sludges and solids) are treated by a series of chemical and physical processes that destroy 
or remove hazardous constituents.  Facility activities include, but are not limited to the following: 

• Dissolution • Oxidation 
• Reduction • Acid and Alkali Neutralization 
• Oil/Water Separation • Carbon Adsorption 
• Stabilization • Solidification 
• Flocculation/Coagulation/Precipitation • Consolidation 
• Filtration • Phase Separation/Clarification/Decantation 
• Transfer • Blending 
• Pre-treatment for Odor Control and/or Emulsion 

Breaking 
• Volume Reduction (Leaching) 

 
Incoming wastes can be off-loaded into blending tanks or inserted into the process at any point for efficient and 
effective treatment.  Each blending tank is used for one type of waste (e.g., trace cyanide, chromate, acid, alkali, 
trace organic compounds, and their compatible mixtures).  Cyanide and alkaline blending tanks are located in 
containment areas segregated from the containment areas for the acid blending tanks. 
 
DESIGN TREATMENT FLOW RATES 
 
Acid Waste      300 GPM  432,000 Gal/Day 
Alkaline Waste         300 GPM  432,000 Gal/Day 
Hexavalent Chrome     200 GPM  288,000 Gal/Day 
Trace Organics      500 GPM  720,000 Gal/Day 
Design Total            1,300 GPM           1,872,000 Gal/Day 
Permitted Discharge Rate    400 GPM  576,000 Gal/Day 
 
QUANTITY OF WASTE MANAGED 
 
The estimated maximum quantity of liquid or slurried hazardous/non-hazardous waste treated or managed is 
33,126,000 gallons per month or 397,512,000 gallons per year.  The estimated maximum quantity of 
hazardous/non-hazardous solid waste treated or managed is 2,500 tons per month or 30,000 tons per year with a 
design limit of 9,000 tons per month. 
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CONTAINERS AND STORAGE CAPACITY 

WASTE CONTAINERS RECEIVED 
 

• Rail Road Tank Cars 
• Rail Road Box Cars 
• Tank Trucks 
• IBCs (Intermediate Bulk Containers), totes and tubs 
• Drums (varying sizes) 
• Bags and Boxes - Cubic Yard 
• Roll-off bins 
• Ion Exchange Canisters 

 
All containers must be DOT-approved, and constructed of a material that is compatible with its contents.  
Containers will not be accepted at the Facility, unless they are properly labeled indicating waste description, 
UN or NA ID number, EPA waste code(s), and/or California waste code(s), and the accumulation start date.   

 
Spent media in ion exchange canisters are consolidated for transfer to a Siemens Water Technologies Corp. 
regeneration facility or transported for disposal.   
 
PRE-TREATMENT TANK CAPACITIES 
 
Acid Waste  220,000 gallons 
Alkaline Waste  330,000 gallons 
Hexavalent Chrome   40,000 gallons 
Cyanide     40,000 gallons 
Trace Organics  145,000 gallons 
Non-Hazardous  170,000 gallons 
                      Total 945,000 gallons 
 
PERMITTED CONTAINER STORAGE AREAS 
 
North Container Storage Area (Acid solid & liquids) 
Activity:   Storage & Treatment 
Area:    26’ x 50’    
Type:    RCRA and non-RCRA liquid and solid waste 
Maximum Capacity:  15,840 gallons 
 
South Container Storage Area (Caustic solid & liquids) 
Activity:   Storage & Treatment 
Area:    54’ x 64’ 
Type:    RCRA and non-RCRA liquid and solid waste 
Maximum Capacity:  58,080 gallons 

 
Bulk Containment Area 
Activity:   Storage & Treatment 
Area:    13,600 square feet 
Type:    RCRA and non-RCRA liquid and solid waste 
Maximum Capacity:  360,000 gallons 
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CONTAINERS AND STORAGE CAPACITY 

 
Bulk Off-Load Area 
Activity:   Receiving / Temporary Storage  
Area:    4,635 square feet 
Type:    RCRA and non-RCRA liquids and solid waste 
Maximum Capacity:  16,500 gallons 

 
Container Off-Load Area 
Activity:   Receiving / Temporary Storage  
Area:    4,002 square feet 
Type:    RCRA and non-RCRA liquid and solid waste 
Maximum Capacity:  16,500 gallons 

 
 

UNDERGROUND TANKS 
 
The Facility has no underground storage tanks. 
 
SECONDARY CONTAINMENT 
 
All storage areas have secondary containment constructed of concrete.  The capacity of the secondary 
containment areas are calculated based on 10% of the maximum storage capacity or 100% of the volume of the 
single largest container, whichever is greater, plus rainfall from a 24-hour, 25-year storm event. 
 
CONTAINER DECONTAMINATION AND DESTRUCTION 
 
Empty drums that meet the regulatory definition of “Empty” are either transported to a drum re-conditioner or 
are transported off-site for shredding and recycle. Containers may also be placed in a drum crusher which 
compacts them for transport, disposal or recycle pursuant to §22 CCR 66261.7 and 40 CFR 261.7.  Devices for 
cleaning shredding, compacting, baling, etc., may also be utilized in the management of used containers. 
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EMPLOYEE TRAINING  

 
First Aid/ CPR Training 
Basic life support, first aid 

Forklift 
Required under Powered Industrial Truck Regulations 
to operate forklifts 

24 Hour HAZWOPER 
Required for personnel working at a TSDF, non-handling, 
potential for exposure 

Hazard Communication 
Required by permit, orients personnel in use of 
MSDS, signs, labels 

40 Hour HAZWOPER 
Required for personnel handling hazardous waste, 
performing on site emergency response 

Hazardous Chemical Handling 
Trains personnel in type of chemicals and 
compatibilities 

8-Hour HAZWOPER Refresher 
Required annual refresher course for 24 and 40 hour 
certified personnel 

Hearing Conservation 
Trains personnel in hearing protection methods 

Aerial Man-Lift Training 
Required to operate an aerial man-lift 

Incident Command Training 
Required by 1910.120, City, & Part B, trains 
supervisory staff in how IC works 

Annual Physical 
Required for 40 and 24 hour certified personnel 

Injury Illness Prevention Plan 
Required by law, trains personnel in legal rights of 
IIPP 

Backhoe Safety Training 
Required under Powered Industrial Truck regulations to 
operate a backhoe 

Lock-Out-Tag-Out 
Required to work on mechanical hazards involving 
electricity, motors, agitators etc. 

Blood Borne Pathogens 
Required for 1st aid and CPR/confined space certified 
personnel 

Manifest/ Labeling Training  
Trains personnel in how to recognize and correct 
deficient labels and manifests 

Confined Space 
Required to enter confined spaces 

Personnel Protective Equipment 
Required by corporate policy, trains personnel in 
proper use and selection of PPE 

Contingency Plan 
Required by Part B Permit, give details of emergency 
evacuation, steps to take in the event of fire, explosion, and 
earthquake 

Prop.65  
Required by state law, trains personnel in recognition 
of Prop.65 chemicals on site 

DOT HM 181/ 126(f) / 215 Training 
Required by 49 CFR to train personnel in the proper 
packaging, labeling, & transportation of hazardous waste / 
materials 

Pre- Employment Physical  
Required by corporate policy and 29 CFR 1910.120, 
1910.134 & 49 CFR 

EH&S Orientation 
Required by permit, give general details of work place 
safety and hazards 

Rail Car Training 
Required by 49 CFR, trains personnel in shipping 
requirements, packaging, etc. 

Fall Protection, Ladders, & Scaffolding 
Required to use ladders, scaffolding, and work in places 
higher than 6 feet. 

Spill Response 
Regulatory requirement 

Fire Extinguisher 
Required by City license and by Part B permit, trains 
personnel in use of Fire Ext. 

Stormwater 
Required by Permit.  Trains personnel on our site 
stormwater pollution prevention plan. 

Respiratory Protection/ Fit Testing 
Required by corporate policy and 1910.134, trains 
personnel in use of APRs, SCBAs 
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EMPLOYEE TRAINING  

EMPLOYEE TRAINING MATRIX 
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WASTE ACCEPTANCE  

WASTE PROFILE  
 
The first step in the waste acceptance process involves the generator or their authorized agent completing 
a profile for the waste.  The profile includes information such as: 

 
• Generator information, address, EPA and State ID Numbers, contacts and process(es) generating 

waste 
• Physical characteristics of waste 
• Chemical composition of waste, including typical concentration and ranges 
• Shipping information, including proper shipping name, DOT classification, EPA and State waste 

codes 
• Hazardous characteristics 
• Certification by generator that information is correct 
 
ANALYTICAL DATA 
 
The generator may submit analytical data for the hazardous waste stream.  This data would result from 
analyses of a representative sample.  If this data is unavailable, the Facility may obtain a sample for 
analysis in its own state certified laboratory or utilize an off-site laboratory. Alternatively, the Facility 
may conditionally approve a waste based upon careful review of the profile, and the sample analysis of 
the first shipment, before acceptance and processing at the facility. 
 
OTHER TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
 
At the discretion of the Facility, the generator may be required to submit other technical information, 
such as Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), technical data sheets and in-depth process descriptions. 
 
HAZARDOUS WASTE MANIFEST AND LAND DISPOSAL RESTRICTION 
NOTIFICATION FORM 
 
Each hazardous waste shipment that arrives at the facility must be accompanied by a properly completed 
Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifest and, in the case of RCRA wastes, an applicable Land Disposal 
Restriction Notification Form (LDR). 
 
WASTE RECEIVING INSPECTION 
 
Upon arrival, Facility personnel will review shipping documents (i.e., manifest and LDR forms), as well 
as a visual inspection of the shipment.  A sample is then taken for verification of existing information on 
the waste stream. 
 
DISCREPANCIES 
 
If discrepancies of waste type or quantity are found at any point in the acceptance procedure, the Facility 
will contact the generator or authorized agent and attempt to resolve the discrepancy via telephone.  The 
profile may be modified or a new profile may be generated with the participation and approval of the 
generator or their agent.  All discrepancies will be noted in the appropriate block on the manifest. 
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WASTE ACCEPTANCE  

REJECTIONS 
 
If the waste is determined to be unacceptable by the Facility, or discrepancies cannot be resolved with the 
generator or their agent within a reasonable time, the waste will be rejected. 

 
For tank truck deliveries, the discrepancies and/or reason for rejection will be noted in the discrepancy 
section of the waste manifest.  The unsigned manifest will be returned to the transporter who will then 
leave the facility. 

 
For containerized waste deliveries, the waste will be directed to an alternate TSDF or returned to the 
generator with the Facility listed as the offerer on the new waste manifest.  The new manifest will contain 
a reference to the original manifest number on which the waste was originally received and a notation that 
the shipment is a rejected load or a partial load.  Rejected containerized wastes will be shipped off-site 
within 60 days of rejection.  
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CONTINGENCY  PLAN 

PURPOSE 
 
The Facility has a written Contingency Plan in place for the purpose of minimizing hazards to human 
health and the environment from fires, explosions or unplanned sudden or non-sudden releases of 
hazardous waste. 
 
REVIEW AND AMENDMENT 
 
The Contingency Plan must be reviewed annually and revised as specified in Title 22 66265.54 of the 
California Code of Regulations for reasons noted below: 

 
1. Changes in applicable regulations 
2. The plan fails in an emergency 
3. Changes or modifications to the facility or its operation, which materially increase potential hazards to 

the facility, or potential release of hazardous waste(s) or waste constituents 
4. Changes in the list of emergency, safety, technical personnel 
5. Changes in the lists of emergency equipment 
6. Changes in any emergency contact telephone numbers 
7. The facility permit is revised 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF CONTINGENCY PLAN: 

 
Copies and all revisions will be maintained with following personnel or agencies: 

 
On-Site 
1. Primary Emergency Coordinator 
2. Emergency Coordinator Alternate 
3. Lobby office 

 
Off-Site 
1. Vernon Fire Department 
2. Vernon Police Department 
3. Vernon Public Works Department 
4. City of Vernon Environmental Health Department 
5. State Regional Water Quality Control Board 
6. Department of Toxic Substances Control 
7. State Office of Emergency Services 
8. Hospital likely to provide medical care 
 
VISITOR INFORMATION 
 
Visitors to the facility are required to sign in and out in the reception log.  In addition, the following 
“Visitor’s Information” is given to each visitor to read, initial and return to the escort before entering the 
waste treatment operations area of the facility. 
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CONTINGENCY  PLAN 

 
VISITOR INFORMATION – Siemens Water Technologies Corp., Vernon Facility 

 
Introduction: 
Welcome to Siemens Water Technologies Corp.  This information describes our operations, general health and 
safety procedures and provides pertinent facility orientation.  In general, all visitors to the Facility will be escorted.  
We ask that you carefully read this information and ask questions or request clarifications wherever applicable.  
Note that informative signs are posted at key locations throughout the facility. 
 
Potential Hazards: 
Siemens Water Technologies Corp. is a permitted hazardous waste treatment, storage and transfer facility.  The 
primary activity at Siemens Water Technologies Corp. is the treatment of hazardous and non-hazardous 
wastewaters, which are received in bulk tanker and containerized (drum/tote) shipments.  These wastes include the 
common commercial acids, caustics, and other toxic metal bearing wastes.  Siemens Water Technologies Corp. also 
treats wastewaters with traces (less than 1% total) of toxic organic materials.  The primary hazards are corrosivity 
and toxicity.  Acids, caustics, cyanides (alkaline), trace organic wastewaters, and their compatible mixtures, are 
stored in tanks in separate containment areas.  Containers are also stored in separate containment areas grouping 
acids and compatible mixtures separately from caustics, cyanides, and their compatible mixtures.  Solid hazardous 
wastes are also managed in containers of various sizes.  Chemical reagents used onsite include liquid chlorine and 
sulfuric acid, and are the only acutely hazardous materials.  The facility map attached provides the locations for 
these wastes and chemicals.  Your escort will provide any additional information and answers to any questions that 
you may have. 
 
Wastes that are prohibited from being accepted at Siemens Water Technologies Corp., Vernon facility include any 
PCB’s, pesticides, flammable, radioactive, or biological infectious wastes, nor any materials that ignite or react with 
air or water. 
 
Health & Safety: 
As an added measure of safety, you may be required to wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) at  
Siemens Water Technologies Corp.  The Siemens Water Technologies Corp. facility is divided into three zones that 
identify if PPE is required prior to entry.  Each zone has signs at the entrance/exit, and clear demarcations.  The 
zones are color-coded as follows:  Green (unrestricted, no hazards); Yellow (cautionary restrictions, PPE required as 
directed); and Red (restricted, treatment and chemical handling area, PPE and contamination control required).  The 
treatment and storage operations are not in enclosed buildings, and therefore exposed to the natural environment.  
Normal dust, dirt, equipment oil/grease, and water from washings, cooling, and rain may be present.  To assure 
maximum precautions, it should be assumed that there might be traces of hazardous materials in the Red zones that 
could be work in process, awaiting clean up.  To prevent contamination, note that disposable PPE must be 
discarded, and other PPE, tools, equipment, etc. must be decontaminated before leaving or removal from Red zones, 
as directed by the signs. 
 
General Facility Restrictions Include: 
1. No unescorted access to the Treatment and Storage areas. 
2. No eating, drinking, or smoking except in designated areas. 
3. No cameras or photographs without prior approval. 
4. No independent, unescorted contractor or vendor work may be performed at the facility without proper 

indoctrination and/or training, proof of training and appropriate insurance, and the acknowledgement of 
appropriate hazard communications. 

 
Signs: 
Please take special note of all signs that define pertinent health and safety requirements and provide communication 
of potential hazards.  Please comply with all signs and other posted instructions.  
 
Facility Layout: 
Facility layout maps are posted at various locations throughout the facility.  Your escort will show you the map, 
which provides the general features, locations of hazards, and routes for evacuation in an emergency.  Alarm 
systems will sound and paging will notify you if an evacuation is required.  If required, please evacuate the facility 
as directed on the map, or as directed by your escort.  If you have any questions please ask your escort. 
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CONTINGENCY  PLAN 

 

Site Evacuation Diagram



 

Audit Information Handbook   © Siemens Water Technologies Corp.  2009.                                                                                                                                                                                       23

SITE SECURITY  

ACCESS CONTROL 
 
• Security fencing is provided by chain-link fence 6 to 8 feet high, with multiple barbed wire strands on 

top. 
• Gates are locked to prevent unauthorized entry.  Entry is only allowed through self-closing security 

gates after being screened by Facility employees, using closed circuit T.V. monitoring. 
• Video surveillance is provided and monitored by Facility employees. 
 
WARNING SIGNS 
 
• Warning signs, (indicating that the area inside the perimeter is a “hazardous area”) are posted on 

perimeter fencing and gates. 
• All signs and letters can be read at a distance of at least 25 feet. 
• Warning signs are in both English and Spanish. 
 
ACCESS ROADS 
 
All roads leading to the Facility are two-way with stop signs or traffic signals located at nearby 
intersections.  Access roads are constructed of six-inch thick reinforced concrete and capable of bearing 
loads in excess of 50 tons. 
 
APPROVED ROUTES 
 
As part of our Conditional Use Permit with the City of Vernon, the Facility has specific truck 
routes for accessing the Facility. 
 
  
 

USFilter 
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INSURANCE AND CLOSURE  

INSURANCE 
 
Producer Marsh USA, Inc. 
  41 Whippany Road 
  Morristown, NJ 07962 

 
Policy No. See attached certificates 
 
CLOSURE 
 
If the Facility ceases operation, in accordance with permit requirements, all hazardous wastes will be 
treated in the facility and treated water discharged to Los Angeles County Sanitation District (LACSD) 
sewer system or removed from tanks and properly transported to an appropriate off-site waste 
management facility.  Each tank and appurtenant equipment will be decontaminated.  The concrete areas, 
if contaminated, will be cleaned, and any contaminated water, soil or equipment will be properly disposed 
of at an off-site permitted waste management facility. 
 
ESTIMATED COST 
 
Closure costs are approximately $4,858,989 for which an Irrevocable Standby Letter of Credit (No. 
TPTS-576895) has been established in accordance with regulations.   
 
 



   

Audit Information Handbook   © Siemens Water Technologies Corp.  2009.                                                                                                                                                                                       25

INSURANCE AND CLOSURE  
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INSURANCE AND CLOSURE  



   

Audit Information Handbook   © Siemens Water Technologies Corp.  2009.                                                                                                                                                                                       27

INSURANCE AND CLOSURE  
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INSURANCE AND CLOSURE  
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